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News from The Church of the Redeemer,
Wilson, NC

By Fr. Paul Edgerton

In February Fr. Paul Edgerton of The Church of the Redeemer, an
extension work in Wilson, NC, was given opportunity to teach at a large
worship conference in Virginia Beach. The annual worship conference
hosted by Keith and Michele Duncan of HisCall Ministries gathers some
thousand or more worshipers, pastors, and worship leaders from a wide
range of charismatic churches. Keynote speakers this year included Dr.
Mark Rutland, current President of Oral Roberts University, and Don
Potter, a worship writer known for his work with Morningstar in
Charlotte, NC.

The conference has never extended an invitation to an Anglican
minister or a priest of any historic tradition, but the hosts were
interested in material Fr. Edgerton has put together for his thesis work
at the Robert E. Webber Institute for Worship Studies and interested as
well in bringing a more diverse perspective to the conference. Fr.
Edgerton was assisted by the pianist of the Church of the Redeemer,
Tyler Crocker. Four breakout sessions were taught by the team
addressing topics such as Lectio Divina, the relationship of
congregational singing to the Scriptures, chanting the psalms, and
enriching the language of "free praise" in the charismatic tradition. The
sessions were very enthusiastically received as many participants were
interested in the convergence of charismatic worship with the riches of
the ancient Church. Those who attended the sessions were given
suggestions for resources to further this interest - including Anglican
resources and the prayer book, and many bought CDs of the sessions
to bring back for their churches. CDs remain available for purchase
through Redeemer. Though there were some looks of confusion as
some entered the lecture room expecting anything but a guy in a collar,
a spirit of truly Christian ecumenism prevailed throughout the weekend.
Don Potter, known for his pioneering work in spontaneous and
prophetic worship quite distinct from much in our own tradition
commented to Fr. Edgerton, “You've got your finger on the historic
Church traditions that are so rich, that we need so much.”

Though the conference is shifting from a large annual event to smaller,
regional events next year, Fr. Edgerton has been told that his name is
on the "short list" of speakers for upcoming events. We at The Church
of the Redeemer are thankful to God that some part of what we are
experiencing of his grace here in such a small extension work can be
impactful of the wider Church, even well beyond our own Anglican
tradition.
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Episcopal Visit Schedule

May

5, 6 — All Saints, Raleigh, NC and St.
Andrew's, Asheboro, NC (Sunday
evening)

18, 19 —Trinity, Evansville, IN
27 — Pentecost
June

2, 3— (Trinity) Holy Trinity, Fairfax,
VA

4-10 — ACNA College of Bishops,
Ridgecrest, NC

A Note from the Bishop

| would like to thank Dss. Teresa
Johnson for editing this newsletter
and encourage all of our churches to
send in pictures and articles. You
may email information to Dss.
Teresa at trjiohnsn@gmail.com.

See page 6 for a notice about Synod.




News from The Church of the Redeemer (Cont.)

Palm Sunday saw The Church of the Redeemer in
new worship space in Wilson, North Carolina. The
current facility comfortably seats sixty worshipers in
1425 square feet of commercial space beautifully
adapted for worship use. Three weeks of scrubbing
and painting, building a platform, and preparing the
sanctuary for worship were rewarded as the
congregation processed into the building with
palms, dedicating their use of it to the worship of
the Lord.

The Reformed Episcopal mission in Wilson was
founded in the fall of 2008 when Fr. Paul Edgerton
was ordained and his wife and two others
confirmed by Bishop Morse. The mission has
remained very small but fiercely dedicated to the
vision of worship and discipleship they had
received from the Lord. In 2011 Redeemer began
to see its first growth, with three confirmed and one
received. It was not until Christmas of that year that
the tiny office space they were renting began to feel
crowded. By March it was clear that a move had to
happen, and quickly! In prayer several members
discerned that we were to move by Easter, a task
that seemed impossible. One of our intercessors
reminded us of the impression she had received
from the Lord at Easter 2011: that we would not
have another Easter service in the office building
and that my father (at that time not attending
Redeemer) would be key to the transition to new
space. We knew that the Lord was up to something
we would not be able to accomplish on our own.

Dan Edgerton, the father of Father Paul who had
recently joined the church along with his wife,
indeed took the lead to make contacts with realtors
and renters and to negotiate lease terms. By March
10 we had found the new property, negotiated

excellent terms, and begun the transition. It was a
wonderful bonding experience for our congregation
to work and rush to get everything prepared and an
absolute shock when we realized that all would be
ready by Palm Sunday except for the cross above
the altar. Holy Week services in the new building
were solemn and wonderful. Easter Sunday was
joyous in the extreme. Above the altar that morning
was a cross constructed by church members
bearing a statue of our risen Redeemer.

The congregation averages over twenty for Sunday
worship now, modest by most standards but far
more than the five to eight we averaged for years.
By the time of our episcopal visit in August we plan
to have five or six prepared for Confirmation. We
are thrilled with the building and at the way that the
church is taking root but thrilled all the more for the
vibrant presence of the Lord with us as we worship
and work together.

We have witnessed several physical healings in
answer to prayer in our services recently and
continue to see folks drawing closer to the Lord
through the Word, sacraments, and discipleship.




